The spiritual meaning of American In- 
pendence Day (July 4th) was brought out 
a striking way by means of a Joint Serv- 
ce, the first part of which was conducted 
in St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, and the 
second | part in Washington Cathedral. Both 
vices were broadcast and heard consecu- 
ely on both sides of the Atlantic. 

We are grateful for the opportunity of 
inting the two addresses, delivered respec- 
by the Dean of St. Paul’s (Dr. W. R. 
hews) and the Canon Chancellor of 
ington (the Rey. Charles W. F. Smith). 


Dean of St. Paul's: . 

“Tn this service, which is surely unique in 
cumstances, two Cathedrals take part 
great church which is rising in Wash- 
one co the new creations of Christian 


nce he Unit a ‘historical event 
commemorated, is the momentous 


Coes fieke old oufliets and 
that pew. we are together in the 


l ices our: ideats of life, but for 
6 dom throughout the world. I 


es. Every time 
injuries” remind us of 
1940-41 when London was 
nt line, and when we ee 


~ hour. 


0 you fromSt. Paul's Cathe- 


| feller Plaza, 


n is s published for readers at hime and abroad by the Religions Division 
e Ministry of Information, London, to provide information concerning the 
ee churches in wartime, and to elucidate the spiritual isswes at stake in the war. 


July ‘8th, 1943 


‘UNITED WORSHIP ACROSS THE ATLANTIC 


our precious church stood in jeopardy every 
We shall never forget those days and 
nights. But we remember, too, the sym- 
pathy and help which we had from you across 
the Atlantic in our dire need, and how we 
were supported by the prayers of very many 
of our Christian brethren on the other side of 
the ocean. There lies buried in our crypt an 
American airman who fell in the Battle of 
Britain, one of many who shared our dangers 
and helped our victory. I like to think that 
to-day may be called not only Independence 
Day, but Interdependence Day, for surely 
the events of history are teaching us that we 
need each other. Separately we can never 
fulfil the task which God has assigned us in 
the world. Certainly it is true that in Britain 
this fact is understood by more people than 
ever before. What we have to be concerned 
about as Christians is that this interdepend- 
ence—shall we not say this comradeship ?— 
shall be based on the deepest things we have 
in common and not on the most superficial. 
If our co-operation is simply a matter of self- 
interest, depending on a calculation of short- 
term advantage, it may be useful enough for 
a time, but it will not be the stuff that en- 
dures. A shift in the state of world affairs 
and it will vanish. Prophetic voices on both 
sides of the Atlantic are calling us to think 
of the more permanent foundations of unity. 

“What are they? We have common ideals 
and standards of law and freedom, We agree 
in the main on the kind of civic life that we 
want. But there is something still deeper 
than this. When vast and tragic events shake 


_ the souls of men we become aware of the 
real roots of our lives. 


Those things which 
are admirable in our civilisation have grown 
out of our fathers’ faith in God and their 


\ 


were : Distributed by ae: 
BRITISH INFORMATION SERVICES 

S | An Agency of The British Government 
New York tk Pp 


_ cent Benét recently wrote, 
. a eeound from. the east sea to ne west where 7 “bl 


~ attempt, often perhaps mistaken, but not un- the 


real, to follow Christ and express His mind 


in human living. The word of God to us at — 


this fateful hour is, I think, chiefly this: We 
have—our two nations and peoples have—a 
mighty destiny. God has laid upon us to- 
-gether the duty of leading the world into new 
paths of freedom, justice and peace. Only 
those who are humble before God, aware of 
- their own sinfulness and weakness, can hope 
to be adequate for the task. But they may 
hope to fulfil God’s will, for He gives strength 
to the humble and courage to the single- 
minded.” 


The Canon Chancellor of Washington: 
“The Washington Cathedral sends greet- 
ings to St. Paul’s Cathedral in London. From 
the safety of these undamaged, but un- 
finished, walls, we speak to the bomb-scarred, 


but undaunted, house of God so near the en- — 


emy’s front line; to the Capitol of the British 
Empire from the Capitol of the United 
States, our admiration goes out to our Allies, 
and to the men and women of the American 
forces stationed in Great Britain. The 
thoughts of free men turn to Washington 
to-day on this 4th of July, turn hopefully 


and with assurance; for among men of hon- | 


our a charter is something more than a scrap 
of paper. The document published in Phila- 
delphia one hundred and sixty-seven years 
ago declaring the independence of the Col- 
onies from the British Crown, after one hun- 
dred and sixty-nine years of history since 
the first settlement, was one of the great 
charters of human freedom. It takes its 
place with the venerable Magna Carta and 
the more recent Atlantic Charter, as a docu- 
ment of hope and of faith. These were all 
steps taken which required, and still require, 
constant vigilance, constant loyalty, constant 


sacrifice, if they are to be ratified in the sub- ~ 


stantial terms of human life. But these are 
the requirements free men are prepared to 


meet, as the Barons of Runnymede were pre- - 


pared to meet them; as the Continental Dele-_ 


gates were prepared to meet them; as the 
men of the United Nations to-day are pre- 
pared to meet them with a pledge like that 
made in 1776, of their lives, their fortunes 
and their sacred honour. It is no accident 
that these great charters originate with Eng- 
lish-speaking peoples. From England, for 
the most part, sailed the men whose descend- 
_ ants put forth this declaration. In his un- 
finished epic, ‘Western Star,’ Stephen Vin- 
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“The day has gone when men who one 
secure a government which derives its just 
powers from the consent of the governed, 
had to declare their independence of England. 
The same right is conceded to the members 
of the British Commonwealth, and to-day 
when the inalienable rights of free men are 
threatened, we draw together with assurance ~ 
and hope. Washington looks to London, an 
London to Washington, and we look to Ot- 
tawa and-Canberra and Wellington and Pre 
toria. The men who came here seeking, © 
some of them wealth perhaps, som \ 
start, some religious liberty, and mi 
political. or cultural freedom since, fr 
the countries of ‘Europe, . but all seeking 
new life, they fear aM to be entang 
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‘And there is one thing we share which lies 
_ behind all ¢ our charters of freedom—the Eng- 
lish Bible. The history of its translation 
into our common tongue is carved upon this 
_ pulpit, the gift of Canterbury. There, from 
_ those pages, we learned our independence; 
_ there, ‘from the story of God’s mighty acts 

_ which set men free to serve Him, there we 
- learned, and still learn, whether we know 
it or not, ‘to bend before. none but God; upon 
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‘ RUSSIAN CHURCH LEADERS AND 
oes. THE WAR 


‘ee Recent months have provided further ex- 
amples of vigorous statements on the war 
- the leaders of the Russian Orthodox 
urch. Our readers will be interested to 
se some typical examples of such statements. 
n May 9th, 1943, the Soviet Home Serv- 
oadcast a speech made at the All-Slav 


lai, eet ropoliten of Kiev and Galistak 
“Exarch. of the Ukraine. In the course 
is speech he said: “Our Orthodox Church, 


ame life with its people, is now, in 
the War for the Fatherland, de- 
elf entirely to service for the coun- 
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«The: Aasean Orthodox Church is suffer- 
ing together with all its people the misfor- 
tune that has descended upon our country. 
It is equally sharing your sufferings, dear 


- brethren, downtrodden by such a monster 


“as the earth has never borne before. 


The 
Church is filled with sorrow and sacred 
hatred for the enemy, but it is also filled 


-with unshakable belief in final triumph of 


freedom, truth and peace, under the banner 
of which the Slav and freedom-loving peoples 
are fighting, and for this victory prayers are 
said in our churches every day. 

“Not for a moment has the Orthodox 
Church admitted the thought that violence 
could put freedom into chains, that falsity 
and malice could conquer right and justice, 


- that the dark forces of Hell which with sa- 
_tanic fury have attacked the whole world 


could with their blood-stained hands put out 
the light of Christianity and the flame of the 
age-old spiritual culture of mankind. 

“We stand together, face to face, against 
one enemy, and we are inspired by one aim, 
by. one thought: to conquer this.enemy, to 


- destroy with him the source of wars and mis- 


earth. Let us be united!. 
struggle 


fortune of the peoples, to burn out for ever 
this ulcer of Fascism from the face of the 
In unity, in our 
shoulder -to-shoulder, lies our 
strength, and God will give us His help. May 
the stamp of shame for ever be attached to 
those who now or later attempt to break 
Slav unity! 

‘“Hitlerism will be destroyed by the free- 
dom-loving peoples who have united their 
armies for the fight against the progeny of 
Hell, and the Slavs will take their honoured 
place in this victory. The Church is praying 
fervently, and will go on praying, for its 
people, for all Slav peoples and their gallant 
allies, who with arms in hand are liberating 
the earth from the grip of the birds of prey 
which have set their teeth in it.” 

At a great service held in Moscow Cathe- 
dral on June 25th to mark the second anni- 
versary of the German attack a message was 
read from the Acting Patriarch Sergius. The 
message read:— 

“Our people is at one with its leader and 
the army, and the people will spare nothing 
to achieve victory. May God make the third 
year of the toil of war a year of victory for 
us.” 

According to Soviet War News, June 23rd, 
1943, the Metropolitan Nikolai has sent a 


message to the people of Yugoslavia, in the 
~ course of which he said :— 


3s 


“Dear Brother Slavs! It is with ardent 


re 


m 


fF greetings and blessings on behalf of the Rus- 


sian Orthodox Church that I address you 
to-day, on this anniversary of the day two 
years ago when the Fascist beasts of prey, 
by sudden and treacherous attack, invaded 
our native land.” 

After an account of German atrocities the 
Metropolitan concluded: 

“Brother Slavs! Decisive battles are im- 
pending. Let there not be one among us 
who will not aid with every means in his 
power the discomfiture of our hated enemy 
on the battlefields and in the rear, and under 
the blows of the peoples’ avengers—the par- 
tisans. 

“God is with us, dear brothers.” 


THE CHRISTIAN FRONT IN 
PRESENT-DAY EUROPE 


The following article is taken from the 
Swedish paper Svenska Morgonbladet (April 
10th, 1943). Although it does not contribute 
any factual information in addition to what 
has appeared at different times in this bulle- 
tin it represents an interesting summary of 
the situation as seen by a daily paper in a 
neutral country. 

“We can certainly rejoice at the spirit of 
sacrifice seen among the clergy and faith- 
ful Christian people, especially in the occu- 
- pied countries. They valiantly set themselves 

in opposition to the anti-Christian theories 
and practices of those in power. The heads 
of the Norwegian Church occupy a special 
place of honour. They are ready to suffer to 
the limit, and are a luminous example in the 
darkness of the present hour in human his- 
ory. 

“Holland has been known for centuries 
for her deep religious feeling, and is setting 
a similar example to-day. The Protestant 
and Roman Catholic Churches have sent a 
protest to the Reichskommissar. It is a re- 
markable document for in it the Christian 
Churches declare by common agreement 

that it is their duty to protest against the 
attacks on the law committed by the authori- 
ties who ‘should submit themselves to the 
Divine Law.’ The Churches, they say, would 
become accomplices of this abuse of power 
if they omitted to condemn it and to threaten 
the perpetrators with the judgment of God. 
These protests can be summarised in the 
following words :— 

““The Churches have already condemned 

attacks on justice as well as the persecution 
and | execution of innocent citizens. They 
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-execution of hostages, the putting in prison — 


Gospel of Creches Christ. Tt ey cond 
deportation of workers sent to Germany, t 


of numerous citizens, including priests, — 
many of whom have already given their lives — 
in concentration camps. On top of all that — 
must be added the hunt for slaves, for mil-— 
lions of young people to be transported by — 
force to Germany. All these horrible actions, 
which increase more and more, are in direct 
opposition to Divine Law.’ 

“As in Norway these’ declarations. have _ 
been read from the pulpit. 4 

“In Germany one also finds religious leads 
ers who deserve our respect for their opposi- 
tion to the abuse of power. The sermons of — 
the Catholic Cardinal Faulhaber of Munich 
are evidence of these protests. They can be 
compared with those of Niemoller, who is 
still in prison. 

“Certain Swedish journalists, a are 
themselves non-Christians, have expressed 
their admiration for the courage of the 
Christians in such terrible circumstances. In — 
a Stockholm paper the Political Editor. writes : 
as follows :— 


“ ‘The Christian Church is playing a great 
part at the present time. During the last 
war there were many brave speakers, well 
rewarded, who made themselves defenders 
of right and liberty and humanity, but now — 


_ they keep quiet, unless they have an oppor- 


reason to ask oursel 


tunity to lift up their voices from the less 
dangerous headquarters of exile. The intel- 
lectuals of the occupied countries are as 
quiet as are the aristocrats by birth and for- 
tune. a 
“Tt must be recognized that it is ‘the 
clergy who, without exception, have pleaded 
the cause of the suffering masses of the 
people. A class, in fact, which has been de- 
spised as reaction ry during the period be- 
fore the war. This is the class which 
shown itself alone possessed | of. the mo 
courage to take mae struggle for the rights 
of humanity.’ : 
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